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The Trustees have agreed a number of principles, which

should guide the development of the vision for FCO ove

the next five years. They are:

a clear Christian basis to its operation;

maintain the café;

build co-operation with local businesses and church
maintain an ethical and ‘green’ stance;

add value through knowledge of Christian materials
maintain a physical presence in the town centre;
continue to seek the backing of local churches;
have books, multimedia and internet as part of the
offering;

maintain the non-denominational nature of the char

Comments on the principles were sought at the membe
evening. Your feedback would be welcomed, if you have
not yet given it.
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So far, some helpful and important themes are emerging
from the consultation, some of which are noted here:

the town centre location should be maintained;

the café should be retained:;

more flexible use should be made of the premises,
especially in the evenings — including places for quigt
discussion and pastoral care;
representatives in each church could be established t
develop better communication and promote books 3
Fairtrade goods;

school and youth links should be developed.

Currently, the Trustees’ view is that retaining the existin
premises, but re-designing and refurbishing the upper fl
to provide reading and counselling rooms, with redesign
office and storage space would achieve many of the aim|
without engaging in an extensive and very expensive
relocation programme. In addition to the capital funding
that this will require, the Trustees would like to seek su
for extending the schools work with funding pledges.

More will be said at the Vision Evening on 26 April 2008|.
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